
 

 

 

 

OBJECTIVES 

 Explain the reasons why the Framers created the office of 
the president with limits. 

 Explain the qualifications for President and the order of 
succession. 

 Describe the various roles of the President. 
 

 



Creating the Office of President 

The Framers of the Constitution did not want a leader 
with unlimited powers. 

      ****The goal: prevent tyranny!**** 
• The British King was a tyrant – this was 

fresh in the minds of the founding fathers.  
• They created an Executive Branch 

giving very few specific powers to the 
President. 

• Included ways to prevent the abuse of 
power (separation of powers; checks & 
balances). 

 

The Executive Branch – Article II 
Article II of the U.S. Constitution defines the Executive Branch. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Executive Branch – the branch of government responsible for executing, or carrying out, the law. 
• The President is our highest elected official – represents all Americans 
• Roles of the President: 

• Our Chief Diplomat – meets with leaders 
of other nations – guides foreign policy. 

• The Commander-in-Chief of the U.S. 
armed forces – leads the military. 

• Legislative Leader – gives an annual 
State of the Union address to all 
Americans – gives the address before 
members of all three branches .  

• Judicial Powers – the president chooses 
(appoints) justices for the Supreme 
Court and other federal courts. 

• Sets the goals of the nation – develops 
public policies on issues. 

 



Chief Executive 
 Article II of the U.S. Constitution defines the Executive Branch. 

 Presidential Oath of Office: 
 

 
 

 The Constitution states that the President must “take care that the laws be faithfully executed.” 
o What does it mean to “execute laws?” 

 To make sure they are carried out 
o Congress makes laws…the executive branch officials decide how to carry out laws and 

other policies. 

 What is an “Executive Order?” 
o Rules and regulations that government must follow – Presidential Executive Orders must not 

violate the Constitution or laws passed by Congress.  
o Are Executive Orders legal? Do they go against the U.S. Constitution?   

“Rule by Decree?” 
 

Qualifications for President 
Article II of the U.S. Constitution: 

• Formal Requirements 
• Must be a natural born citizen 
• At least 35 years of age 
• Resident of the US for at least 14 years 
• *Same requirements for the Vice-President 

 
• Informal Requirements 

1. Government experience 
2. Wealth – In 2012, both Obama and Romney spent over $1 Billion on their 

campaigns! 
3. Politically moderate beliefs – not extreme (far left or far right) 
4. College education 
5. Married  
6. Religious (Historically, the American public seem to prefer Protestant 

Christian presidents) 
• Other facts (benefits) 

1. Can only serve two 4-year terms (25
th

 Amendment) 
2. $400,000 per year salary – Set by Congress 
3. Lifetime pension of $150,000 with another $150,000 to maintain staff 

 

 



Current President 

• Barack Obama (44
th

 President) 
• Elected 2008 (re-elected in 2012)  
• Democrat 
• Former U.S. Senator (Illinois) 
• Vice President: Joe Biden 

 

 

22nd Amendment (1951) 

22
nd

 Amendment (1951) – Presidential Tenure (Term Limits) 

• The President is limited to serving two 4-year terms. 
• Franklin D Roosevelt served 4 consecutive terms – this Amendment was ratified 

in part because of his long tenure as President. 
 

2008 election 

 

 



2012 election 

 

25th Amendment (1967) 

25
th

 Amendment (1967) – Presidential Succession, Vice Presidential Vacancy, Presidential Inability 

• If the President dies or resigns, the Vice President becomes President 
• When Vice President takes office, he/she appoints new Vice President who must be approved by 

majority vote in both houses of Congress 

• 1973 Vice President Spiro Agnew resigned, Richard Nixon appointed Gerald Ford 
V.P. 

 

• If the President becomes ill while in office – too ill to perform his/her duties – Vice President serves 
as acting President until he/she recovers 

• Section 4 of Amendment provides that V.P. and Cabinet may declare President disabled 

• If disagreement occurs, issue gets taken to Congress, who then decides. 
 

 



Order of Succession 

• Order of Succession if something happened to the president: 
1. Vice-President (Joe Biden) 
2. Speaker of the House (Paul Ryan) 
3. President Pro Tempore  

of the Senate (Orrin Hatch) 
4. Secretary of State (John Kerry) 
5. Secretary of the Treasury (Jack Lew) 

 

 

The Vice President 

• The U.S. Constitution gives the Vice President no duties aside from presiding over the Senate. 
• The President decides what the Vice President will do. 

• Some Presidents ask the V.P. to play an active role: head special 
commissions, make trips to other countries, work with Congress (to 
get bills passed). 

• Some historians say the role of Vice President is to be “invisible” – this has led 
many former Vice Presidents to lament their time in office.  

“I do not propose to be buried until I am dead.”  
      - Daniel Webster, famously refusing to serve as Vice President in 1848  



Order of Succession: Vice President 

• Replacing the Vice-President 
• If the Vice-President dies or resigns from office, the President nominates a 

replacement. 
• He then must be approved by a majority vote of both houses of Congress. 
• Examples: Richard Nixon appointing Gerald Ford after Vice President Spiro 

Agnew resigned.  
 

 

How stressful is the Presidency? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Greatest Presidents Poll (Brookings Institute)   

 

 



Presidential Poll Question (“Best President Post-WWII”)   

 

 

 

 

 

 


