“Experiences of a Young Soldier in Vietnam”

 Reading Assignment

(HS.13 Historical Reflection)

Directions: Read the article, “Experiences of a Young Soldier in Vietnam.” On a separate piece of paper, write answers to the questions below using complete sentences. Consider how the information presented in the historian’s narrative reflects judgment about the significance of particular facts.

1. Describe how the patrol men were dressed and the gear they carried. (p1)

2. How did the author, Lieutenant Charles Coe, describe and feel about the Nung guide. (p3)
3. What precautions does the patrol take as they settle down overnight? Explain. (p4)

4. What are three examples Lieutenant Coe uses to describe how hot it gets in Vietnam during the day? (p6)
5. Identify three reasons why the soldiers are committed to moving on and driven to complete each mission despite their overwhelming fatigue. (p10)

6. What signal is each of the soldiers waiting for before they all attack? (p13)
7. What do they soldiers see, smell, and hear five minutes after the first gunfire? (p16)
8. Explain what “casualties” are and how the men became just that. (p19)
9. Explain why the soldiers choose not to bury the bodies of the enemies. (p20)
(Answering the all of the questions above correctly and in complete sentences could earn a 2.0)

10. What were three of the worst conditions the soldiers had to endure?

11. What do you think are some ways these soldiers might try to recover from this specific battle in both the short and long term?

12. How do you think this experience and others like it might affect a person who served during this war?
(Answering all of the questions above correctly and in complete sentences could earn a 2.5)

13. What is the most surprising part of Coe’s description of “what happened on a daily basis?”

14. How does Coe’s story of “what happened on a daily basis” show us the “big picture” of what happened during the Vietnam War?
(Answering all of the questions above correctly and in complete sentences could earn a 3.0)
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