“The Crisis in Venezuela”& “Cuba at a Crossroads”
 Reading Assignment (HS.26)

Directions: Read the articles “The Crisis in Venezuela” and “Cuba at a Crossroads.” On a separate piece of paper, write answers to the questions below using complete sentences. 

	“The Crisis in Venezuela”

	“Cuba at a Crossroads”

	1. Venezuelan President Nicolás Maduro has blamed his nation’s economic woes on which country? Why? 

2. According to the article, what has kept Venezuela’s economy largely afloat? 

3. In Venezuela, government-imposed controls for some goods have resulted in what?

4. How has President Maduro responded to anti-government protests?

5. How has the United States responded to Venezuela’s crisis and the Venezuelan government’s response?

6. According to the article, what is mentioned as currently being on the rise in Venezuela?


	1. How did the U.S.’s relationship with Cuba change in 2009?

2. When did the U.S.’s relationship with Cuba first become strained?

3. According to the article, which recent reforms were allowed by Cuba’s president?

4. Since 1959, how many Cubans have immigrated to the U.S.? Where do most of them live?

5. Has Cuba given signs that it’s pursuing political reforms in addition to economic ones? Explain.



	(Answering the all of the questions above correctly and in complete sentences could earn a 2.0)



	7. How have relations between Venezuela and the United States changed in recent decades?


	6. In what ways did the demise of the Soviet Union affect Cuba?

	(Answering all of the questions above correctly and in complete sentences could earn a 2.5)


	8. What are some indications that Venezuela's economy is “in crisis”? What do you think it will take to fix the situation?


	7. What does Cuba expert Philip Peters mean when he says that “Cuban Americans are normalizing relations (with Cuba) one by one?”

	(Answering all of the questions above correctly and in complete sentences could earn a 3.0)
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