
 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

“OUT OF POVERTY” 

 Reading Assignment (HS.47) 

Directions: Read the article, “OUT OF POVERTY.” On a separate piece of paper, write answers to the questions 

below using complete sentences.  

1. What is the current global benchmark for extreme poverty? 
2. According to the article, where do the majority of the world’s poorest people live? 
3. In which country has the rate of extreme poverty fallen from 61 percent to 4 percent since 1990? 
4. What reasons are mentioned in the article as a cause for extreme poverty around the world to have been 

dropping? 
5. Do experts think that extreme poverty can be ended? Why? 
6. How do vaccines help lower the poverty rate? How does cellphone access help people escape poverty? 
7. What is infrastructure? How might this be related to poverty? 
8. What does the author say about the effect of natural disasters on poverty? 
9. According to the article, what are some countries that have successfully lowered their extreme poverty 

rates in recent decades? How have they done it? 
10. How has the civil war in Syria affected poverty rates outside its own borders? Analyze the author’s purpose 

in discussing the civil war in Syria. 
 (Answering the all of the questions above correctly and in complete sentences could earn a 2.0) 

11. What does the article say about education? What role do you think education can play in eradicating 
poverty? Why might lower poverty rates allow more children to attend school? 

12. According to the article, how do experts define extreme poverty? Does this definition surprise you? Explain. 

              (Answering all of the questions above correctly and in complete sentences could earn a 2.5) 

13. In the article, Teresia Olotai, a mother in Tanzania, is quoted as saying “The greatest challenge we faced . . . 
was the darkness in our houses.” What do you think she means, and how do you think her life has changed 
since getting electricity?  

14. Based on the article, what do you see as the key(s) to ending extreme poverty? Why? 
15. Do you think the goal of eliminating extreme poverty by 2030 is realistic? Why or why not? 

              (Answering all of the questions above correctly and in complete sentences could earn a 3.0 or above) 
 

 

 

 


