
 
 

LECTURE #1: THE OREGON SYSTEM OF ELECTIONS 
 

OBJECTIVES 
• Explain the Oregon System of Elections. 
• Describe the basics of voting. 
• Explain how and why it is important to become an informed voter. 

 
Oregon’s Election System Timeline 
 

• Elections take place in four specific months: 
• November 
• March 
• May  
• September 

• These months are extremely important for voting in Oregon.  
 
Vote By Mail 
 

• The majority of Oregon Voters vote by mail. 
• Vote passed in 1998 to use the vote by mail concept. 
• Vote by mail increases participation, decreases cost, and increases voter 

integrity. 
 

Oregon Elections (County Breakdown) 
Oregon County Breakdown 
(2012 Elections) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Blue – Democrat Dominated County 
Red – Republican Dominated County  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Percentage of Total Oregon Population (By County) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shaded areas are locations of Oregon cities (urban). 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Oregon Voter Turnout by County (2012) 
Dark Green – High Voter Turnout 
Light Green – Low Voter Turnout  

 
 
Primary Elections 

• Democrats, Republicans, and Independent Party members nominate 
candidates in primaries and caucuses 

• These candidates accept nominations and run in the general 
election.  

• Note: In non-partisan competitions where people are running for 
offices of a “non-political” nature, anyone registered to vote have 
the opportunity to vote for those positions. 

• 2015 Oregon Registered Voters:  
• Independent Party: 5% of voters 
• Democrat Party: 38% of voters 
• Republican Party: 30% of voters 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Registering to Vote in Oregon 

• Registering to vote was invented to prevent voting fraud.  
• To register to vote in Oregon, you must be: 

• At least 17 years old (you cannot vote until you are 18 years 
old). 

• A citizen of the United States 
as of at least 21 days prior to 
the voter registration 
deadline. 

• If you become a 
United States citizen 
less than 21 days 
before the voter 
registration 
deadline, you may 
not be able to 
register in time to 
vote in the election. 

• An Oregon resident. 
• Note: In most other states, 

prison inmates and people 
who are “mentally 
incompetent” are not allowed to vote.  
           Is this fair? Why, or why not? 

 



Registering to Vote 
• Automatic Voter Registration 

(“Motor Voter” law) 
• Oregon’s new state law is the first in the U.S. to register voters 

automatically  
• This new law uses the DMV to automatically register 

citizens to vote 
• In theory, it makes the process more 

convenient, more accessible, and less 
partisan. 

 
 
Where You Can Register 

• “Motor Voter” law - DMV 
• Online 
• County Election Offices 
• Some Banking Institutions 
• Other public offices 

• Note: Once you are registered to vote you are required to keep your 
address current, as well as keeping your voters card as proof that you 
registered to vote. 

 
Voter Eligibility in Oregon 

Eligibility Requirements: 
• An Oregon resident. 
• At least 17 years old (you cannot vote until you are 18 years 

old). 
• A citizen of the United States as of at least 21 days prior to the 

voter registration deadline. 
• If you become a United States citizen less than 21 days before 

the voter registration deadline, you may not be able to register in 
time to vote in the election. 

Proof of Eligibility: 
• Valid Photo ID 
• Paycheck Stub 
• Government 

Document 
• Bank 

Statements 
• Utility/Mortgage 

Bills 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



The “Oregon System” 
• 1902: Oregon voters created Oregon’s initiative and referendum process.  
• 1904: Oregon voters enacted the direct primary  
• 1908: Oregon’s Constitution was amended to allow for recall of public 

officials.  
• This system of empowering the people to propose new laws or 

change the Constitution of Oregon through a general election 
ballot measure became nationally known as “the Oregon 
System.”  

• There are 3 major types of voting categories within the Oregon Election 
System. These include: 

• Initiatives 
• Referendum 
• Recalls 

 
Initiatives 

• Initiatives: Registered voters may place on the ballot any issue that 
amends the Oregon Constitution or changes the Oregon Revised 
Statutes (ORS). 

• Established in 1902. 
• Voters petition to have a “measure” added to the ballot. 
• The measure is then voted on by the state. 
• If it passes, it becomes a law. 

 
Referendum 

• Referendum: Registered voters may attempt to reject any bill passed by 
the Legislature by placing a referendum on the ballot. 

• Established in 1902. 
• The Legislature from the state refer a measure to the public. 
• Statewide vote taken on ballot measure 
• If the referendum passes it becomes a law. 

 
Recall Voting 

• Established in 1908. 
• Allows voters the ability to “recall” elected officials. 
• People recall elected officials when they are “unresponsive” or out of touch 

with the people who elected them.  

Recall Voting Process: 
• Concerned voters collect signatures from other voters in the same 

districts, the recall is then put on the ballot, and then voted on. 
 
 
 
 
What is an “Informed Voter?” 



• Numerous recent polls and surveys have found that there is “widespread 
ignorance” among U.S. citizens when it comes to politics. 

• Ignorance – “to ignore” “to be uninformed, uneducated” 
  
  
  

• 2012 Pew Research Survey: 
• Less than half of those surveyed knew where the 

upcoming primary would be held. 
• Only 53 % knew that former presidential candidate Mitt 

Romney served as the governor of Massachusetts. 
• 2014 Kaiser Family Foundation survey: 

• 44% did not realize “Obamacare” was a law. 
 

• An informed voter - is knowledgeable about the issues and positions of 
candidates when voting.  

• Knowledge is power! 
• It is VERY important for the general public to understand how 

our government works as well as to be informed about 
candidates and specific issues 

• How to be an informed voter: 
• Register to vote! 
• Know how the state (county and city) election process works! 
• Get a state Voter’s Guide!  
• Pay attention! (watch the news, talk to others about the issues, 

find out where you stand) 

Why is it important to be an “informed voter?” 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

LECTURE #2: THE ROLE OF POLITICAL PARTIES 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

OBJECTIVES 
 

• Explain how political parties help government. 
• Describe how political parties help citizens. 

 
 
 
What is a Political Party? 

• Political Party – An organization of citizens who wish to influence and 
control government by getting their party members elected to public office. 

• Political parties bring together people who share similar political 
ideas. 

• Political parties select candidates, provide leadership, and set 
goals for political action. 

 
Roles of Political Parties 

1. Select qualified candidates to run for office. 
2. Set goals for government 
3. Provide leadership for government 
4. They act as watchdogs. 

Note: Not all political offices require party affiliation.  
• Partisan: Belonging to a political party.  
• Non-Partisan: Not belonging to a political party. (ex. School board, town 

board)  
 
 
 
 
 



 
Candidate Selection 

• Parties nominate (or select) qualified representatives for positions in office. 
These include: 

• President 
• Senate 
• Congress 
• State Legislature 

• There are about 500,000 elected positions in the United States (Local, 
State, National) 

 
Setting Goals 

• Parties establish positions on issues through “planks” and “platforms”. 
• Plank – A position statement on each issue within a party’s platform.  

• Also defined as individual beliefs within a party.  
• Many planks make up a party platform. 

• Platform – A 
statement of 
the party’s 
official stand 
on major 
issues.  Also 
defined as 
the overall 
party belief 
system.  

• Party 
members 
who are 
elected to 
office often 
turn these 
planks into 
government 
programs. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Republican Issues vs. Democrat Issues 
 

 
Political Issues: 
Where do you stand? 
https://www.isidewith.com/  
 
Providing Leadership 

• Political Parties provide leadership in two major ways: 
1. Developing/Making Laws 

• Party members in Congress select Majority and 
Minority Floor Leaders and Whips to provide 
leadership in making laws. 

2. Developing and maintaining efficient programs. 
3. The political party represented by the President (executive), is 

known as the party “in office”. 
4. The Executive (President, Governor, Mayor) often appoints loyal 

members of the party in office to high government posts.  
 

https://www.isidewith.com/


 
Acting as “Watchdogs” 

• At the conclusion of an Election: 
• The losing party watches to see if the winning party makes any 

mistakes. 
• Reports any wrongdoing. 
• Ensures that the party “in power” remain honest and 

hardworking. 
 
How Parties HELP Citizens 

• Political Parties help by: 
• Fulfilling their responsibilities in our Democracy. 
• Make our individual voices heard. 
• Help to inform us by finding ways we can participate.  

 
How Parties INFORM citizens 

• Parties inform by: 
• Discussing Party “Planks” and “Platforms” also called an 

agenda.  
• Through mail, newspapers, radio stations. 
• Arranging meetings and forums with candidates. 
• Go door to door (canvassing) with volunteers handing out fliers 

while gaining an understanding for the concerns of citizens.  
 
Where does each 2016 Presidential candidate rank on Social Media presence? 

 


