
Activity #1: The Soviet Union 
 

1. What event changed Russia in 1917? (p1) 
2. Which nation suffered 20 million deaths in WWII? (p2) 
3. Even during the war, some Americans opposed the alliance with 

Joseph Stalin. List two reasons why they didn’t trust Stalin. (p3) 
4. Why did President Roosevelt ignore those who mistrusted Stalin? (p3) 
5. Communist governments were “elected” in the countries of Eastern 

Europe after the war. What did American leaders believe happened 
during the elections? (p4) 

6. Name three of the countries in Eastern Europe that came under 
communist control. (p4) 

7. Who warned that “an iron curtain is descending upon Europe?” (p4) 
8. What did Russian scientists accomplish in 1949? (p6) 
9. Which side won the Chinese Civil War in 1949? (p7) 
10. Who was the leader of the Chinese communists? (p7) 
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